MMR Dealers’ Ch

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

TAMAHA DISKLAVIER SERIES

Yamaha ':_'nr'['nm':ati-:'m of America

he 11th annual MME Dealers’ Choice Awards were
detérmined through voting by music praducts deal-

ers across the country, Dealers selected the standout :

instruments, equipment, and accessories for 2004, both

in specific categories and for the overall Product of the Year,

Official award ballots were distributed along with the October issue
of MMR and thousands of storefronts were also contacted via ran-
domn fax and e-mail campaigns held during October, Additicnally,
many of those profiled in our 23rd annual “50-dealer/50-state

Review and Forecast™ (see¢ page 81) /
provided their choices for the 20047
product of the vear and their picks

wiere also tallied.

MME's editorial staff wishes to
thank the many dealers who
participated in the voting
process. The following are
their Dealers’ Choice Awrard

winners for the vear 2004

For an unprecedented fourth straight vear, the

Yamaha Ddisklavier won out as the over-

, 2001
» \l HE' ‘*:-, all Product of the Year. The new
 F3 -
2 SLIL ¥ Disklavier Mark V and its stable
\.1 Hinii§E Cadici ,."l-.l'
ke Py mates made a particularly impressive
W '

s ™ statement in Dealers” Choice woting in

2000,
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ELECTRIC GUITAR e
LINEOF THE YEAR g Mk

FENDER STRATOCASTER

Fender Musical Instruments Corp.

A perennial winner, the Fender Stratocaster celebrated
its S0th anniversary in fine style as the top vote-getter
for Electric Guitar Line of the Year. From the entry-
level Squiers to high-end custom models, Strats show
no sign of slowing down as the brand enters its second

half-century,

ELECTRIC BASS LINE OF THE YEAR
IBANEZ BASSES
uno (USAY, Inc.

Heos

The win marked [banez’s third consecutive vear as the
winner in the electric bass catepory. Once again vwing
against very strong competition, the Thanez basses came
out on top with a combination of reasonable pricing,
quality construction, and endorsement relationships

with some of the biggest names in popular music.
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LINE OF THE YEAR N
ALVAREZ GUITARS
5t. Louwis Music, Inc.
After an absence from the Dealer's Choice Awards for
same lime, S Lous Music returns to the winner's ¢ir-
cle wia its popular Alvarez lineup of accustic guitars,
Alvarez guitars have carved their own niche in the industry

with their solid, hand-made quality, reputation, and tone.
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AMPLIFIER LINE OF THE YEAR

PEAVEY AMPLIFIEES

Peavey Electronics Corp.

Re-establishing its place in the limelight after a vear™s
abzence, Peavey prevailed in close voting to take the honors
as Amplifier Line of the Year, Peavey was able o beat cut

the competition with standouts including the 15X Joe
Sateiam signature head and the Peavey Rage, both popular

choices among voting dealers.

RECORDING EQUIPMENT
LINE OF THE YEAR

BOSS
Roland Corporation U35,

Boss wias a clear winner in the recording equipment catego-
rv this yvear. The BR-1180CE Digital Recording Studio was
a favorite, as was the BR-864 8-track Digital Studic, with
each garnering considerakle votes,

SOUND REINFORCEMENT
LINEOF THE YEAR

PEAVEY
Peavey Electronics Corp.

Sound Reinforcement products have always been a Peavey
strong swit and this vear proved no exception. The kosmos
Pro and the PE-15 wers among the popular choice of vating
dealers in 2044,

22 [IH

MICROPHONE OF THE YEAR
Shure SHM58
Shure, Incorporated

The win by the classic Shure SM58 pur
Shure in the winner's circle for a third
straight vear. The SM58 prevails as the
first chodce for mvreiad performers,
whether for lead or back-up vocals,

ACOUSTIC PIANO
LINE OF THE YEAR

KEawar BX Grand Series

Kawal America {_';nr}u_'ur;;l_:r:.-ﬂ

As the winner in this category for the second consecutive
vear, the hawai HX Grand Series once again topped a num-
ber of other makers in a tightly contested category,

HOME DIGITAL PIANO LINE OF THE YEAR

Casio

Casio Inc.

A first-time winner,
Casio's rededication tﬁh
the W1 market in recent

vears paid big dividends
and waon home digital

piana honors for the
COMPAny.
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PRO DIGITAL PIANO LINE OF THE YEAR

Yamaha 13i5i15=.| E*.’.t:_a‘l:-u;tr1|:-‘
Yamaha Corporation of America
Yamaha picked up heavy voting in this category, with dealers

aiving high marks various Clavinova CVP models as well as
the company’s P Series of instruments.

PERCUSSION LINE OF THE YEAR

P(".’i 1'| ':.“.L-I'II'[ZIIZ:II'iIT:.IIZII'I

fith over 1% other companies recerving votes, the Pearl
W | g
Corporation prevailed as the Percussion Line of the Year for

ath ITI.I HIFII1E|1| eI,

LIGHTING LINE OF
THE YEAR

MBT Lighting
and Sound
MBT International

MEBET Internmational is get-
ting comfertable in this B8 =

DECEMBER 2004

position with a second consecutive win in 2004 for the
Charleston, %.C.-based company.

PRINT MUSIC
PUBLISHER
OF THE YEAR

Hal Leonard
Corporation

Hal Leonard is the worlds
largest print music puk-
lisher and it showed in the
2004 dealer voting. The
Milwaukee-based compa-

Mliissisnmma

ny's ¢combination of a
broad catalog, innovative merchandising, and quality prod-
ucts combined to make Hal Leonard a clear winner in print.

SOFTWARE LINE OF THE YEAR
MakeMusic! Inc

MakeMusic! Inc is weloomed

intx the winner's circle for the fios
& studio
(¢]

e B
&: Make R

practicing
&) fun,
Accompaniment. ! o

ACCESSORY LINE OF THE YEAR

' Addario/Planet Waves/Rico

first time, out-balloting
strong competition in the
saftware category. The
Minnesota-based software
cempany’s leading products
include Finale, SmartMusic

Studio, and  Intelligent

J. IV Addario & IZ,'_Hul"u:Jul'}' Inc.

¥ Addario’s extensive and growing line of [¥Addaric., Planet
Waves, and Hico acosssory products were a big hit among
dealers woting in 2004,
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